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the Higher Education Authority (HEA) 

Å Governance

Å Policy research 

Å Statistical analysis of data on higher education

Å Promotion of equity of access to higher education 

Å Management of annual funding allocations to State 

funded Institutions





National Policy Strategies

National Strategy for Higher 
Education to 2030

International 
Education Strategy 

2016-2020

National Access 
Plan 2015-2019 

Gender Equality  
Policy review

Strategy for funding 
Higher Education 

2016

Action Plan for 
Education 2017  

Transition Reform 
Initiative 

Irelands National 
Skills Strategy 2025 

Innovation 2020

HEA-QQI MOU 
2015-2017



National Policy Strategies 

Publications

mreis@hea.ie



HEA-QQI
Memorandum of Understanding

2015-2017

agreed framework for cooperation and communication between the 

two organisations in the interests of the higher education sector

Monitoring and 

review

Strategic 

oversight

1. Coherence of Approach

2. Alignment of Activities

3. Commitment to International Context

4. Partnerships for enhancement



HEA  and International Education

ÅñAs the organisation charged with the oversight of the strategic development of 

the sector, the HEA has a central role to play in supporting the internationalisation 

of the Irish higher education sector in partnership with a range of Government 

Departments and State agencies.ò (International Education Strategy 2016)

Å Internationalisation - one of 7 pillars of the System Performance Framework

ÅNational Agency for the Erasmus+ Programme

ÅGovernment of Ireland International Education Scholarships Programme

ÅActive in a number of bilateral projects like:

ÅBrazilian Science without Borders Programme 2013-16

ÅKing Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST)

ÅBolivian-Irish Interinstitutional Agreement (November 2015)



Signing of Bolivian- Irish 

Interinstitutional agreement 

November 2015



Instruments of Internationalisation

Å Irish Educated, Globally Connected ïAn International 

Education Strategy for Ireland 2016-2020

ÅErasmus+ Decentralised Actions

ÅKey Action 103

ÅKey Action 203

ÅKey Action 107

ÅGovernment of Ireland International Eductaion Scholarship



International Education Strategy



Priorities:

ÅEnsure that Irelandôs International Education Strategy is 

aligned with other relevant national strategies and policies

ÅInternational Education Mark ïunder development by QQI

ÅBased on a Code of Practice 

ÅStudent Immigration environment 

Å Increase in stay back from 12 months to 24 months



Å Internationalisation plans will be included in the overall 

plans of Higher Education Institutions and continue to be 

monitored through the Strategic Dialogue process

Å An increase of 33% in international student numbers from 

33,118 in 2014/2015 to approximately 44,000 will be 

achieved by the end of the 2019/2020 academic year.  

Therefore, the output value of the sector will increase 

from ú819m in 2014/2015 to ú1.15bn by 2019/2020.


